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 I am particularly pleased to have 
as the guest speaker at our March 
meeting, Dr. Robert Rix. He is a prac-
ticing dentist in southern Maryland 
and is a superb lapidary and metal-
smith. He was one of my students in 
the Dental School anatomy course 
in the 70õs and his son, Rob, was also 
one of my students in Dental School 
three years ago. 

 Bob is particularly fond of carv-
ing þgures into þre 
agates and sunstone.  
I helped him put to-
gether a slide show 
of his work and we 
made images of 
some 65 pieces. 

 In addition he 
is exceptionally 
talented at cutting 

faceted stones. I had the privilege 
of visiting his studio recently. Among 
his many creations and vast collection 
of cutting material he showed me 
some beautifully faceted Montana 
sapphires some of which he set in a 
lovely gold bracelet he made for his 
wife, Linda. 

 This will be his þrst time giving 
a talk about his work. I encourage 
everyone to attend and guarantee you 
will be impressed.  

 Our meeting will begin at 7:30 
P.M. on Tuesday, March 4th at the 
workshop. 

PROGRAM NOTES
by Richard Meszler, President 

TUCSON 2008 - A QUICK GLIMPSE
by Steve Weinberger

 As you read this weõre on our way home from visiting the 54th annual Tucson 
Gem & Mineral extravaganza.  As in previous years, 
there were abut 40 venues - each crammed with ven-
dors hawking everything from beads, to jewelry, to 
minerals, to cutting rough, to equipment.  And, as usual 
there were also the òotheró dealers featuring rugs, 
elixirs, magic potions etc.  As they say, Tucson in Feb-
ruary has something for everyone...and then some.

 We did not attempt to visit all the shows.  Our 
interests lie primarily in cutting rough and minerals, 
but we do enjoy ogling some of the wonderful jewel-
ry thatõs also available at some of the more prestigious venues.  This year was 

no exception.  We did notice however, that most 
of the dealers have added some extra zeroes to 
the cost of their wares.  The òGenieó cabbing ma-
chine for example, now retails for $2150, although 
you could purchase it in Tucson at a òshow specialó 
price of $1800.  

    The main event, the show sponsored by the 
Tucson Gem & Mineral Society, continues to be the 
premier event in town.  Some 200 top-notch deal-
ers set up for the 4-day event that draws thou-
sands.  The club is known for selecting a theme for 
the show each year and then contacting museums 
and private collectors to display during the show. 

For 2008 the theme was òThe Best of the 
U.S.ó.  A panel of mineral curators and col-
lectors selected the locations, then the club 
contacted private individuals and museums 
and arranged to have 50+ display cases þlled 
with outstanding specimens from those areas.  
The buzz of excitement as people ogled the 
displays was amazing.  

 If youõve not yet been to Tucson, consider 
going during show weeks.  Yes, motel costs are 
higher than normal, but youõll be able to see 
(and either buy or photograph) the best of the 
best, and have a grand time in the sun.

Azurite - Bisbee, AZ

Blue Cap Tourmaline
Tourmaline Queen Mine, Pala, CA

Marcasite & Quartz, Virburnum Trend Area, MO



 The Gem Cutters Guild is a found-
ing member of the Eastern Federation 
of Mineralogical and Lapidary Societies, 
Inc. and a member of the American 
Federation of Mineralogical Societies.

ABOUT OUR GUILD
 The Gem Cutters Guild of Baltimore, 
Inc. was established in order to allow its 
members to gain knowledge and skills in 
gem cutting, jewelry making and in iden-
tifying and evaluating lapidary materials.  
Through þeld trips, exhibitions, and coop-
eration with other societies, we endeavor 
to further not only our own knowledge, but 
also that of the general public.
 Our meetings are held on the þrst 
Tuesday of each month except January, 
July and August at our workshop which 
is located at Meadow Mill at Woodbury, 
3600 Clipper Mill Rd, Suite 116; Balti-
more, MD 21211.  Meetings begin at 7:30 
P.M.  Visitors are always welcome.  Dues 
are $30 per year for families and $18 for 
individuals.  More information and direc-
tions to our meetings can be found on our 
website, <www.gemcuttersguild.com>.
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 Our February meeting was the þrst over which I 
presided as President of the Guild. I was very grati-
þed by the attendance and spirit of participation. 
The rockhounds really came alive. We had an animat-
ed discussion about specimens of rocks and minerals 
recently collected at Stoney Run and Mineral Hill by 
our intrepid rockhounds. I am sure this will spark 
more collecting expeditions in the near future.

 For the other less mineral minded members (try 
saying that fast three times), Velina Glass gave an excellent talk about her lifeõs 
journey to her present artistic activities. She started with some insights into 
her life as she grew up and ended with pictures and a display of her recent work 
with polymer clay and resin.

 Velinaõs approach was close to something I want to try for future programs. 
We all have had our own journeys to how we arrived at our present interests in 
lapidary, metalsmithing and jewelry. But there is more to us than those inter-
ests. I have found that artistic people have a spirit of inquiry and exploration 
which leads to a diversity of knowledge and experience. I think it would be inter-
esting to know more about each otherõs background and interests. That is, get to 
know each other more personally and perhaps see how our lifeõs experience led 
us to our present artistic pursuits. I will bet that we will discover in each other 
many additional areas of common interest.

 We still are in need of a Publicity chairman. I think I have a possible volun-
teer but we also need a couple of others to serve on the committee. Basically 
the committee is responsible for advertising Guild activities to the public, in par-
ticular the classes and the annual show. In addition the committee is responsible 
for making sure we have the handouts and sign-up sheets we distribute at the 
Intergem shows and our annual show.

 In addition, we need someone to be in charge of Sunshine committee. Rose 
Duke is feeling like she is òspread too thinó and would like to relinquish that 
responsibility. You would be the contact person for events (good and bad) re-
lated to our members, reporting that information to the Guild (at meetings and 
through the Newsletter) and when appropriate sending cards and ÿowers on 
behalf of the Guild.

 Please contact me if you can help with either of these functions.

 As you know, I have attempted to communicate with our members by direct 
e-mails. I requested ideas for classes and programs that would be of interest 
to you and was gratiþed to receive several responses. We did discuss some of 
these ideas at our last Class Planning Committee meeting and factored them into 
our upcoming class offerings. We will keep them in mind for future classes as 
well. Communication is the key, so, keep those ideas coming.

            Richard

RICHARDðS REFLECTIONS
by Richard Meszler, President




